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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the Future We Want Model United Nations and welcome to the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ)! We are 
looking forward to welcoming you and hope that you are looking forward to the 
conference as much as we are. 

Due to the specialized nature of the CCPCJ you will be experiencing 
international diplomacy and negotiations in a different forum than most of 
you are probably used to. If you prepare appropriately, as is necessary for a 
committee such as this one, the debate will be more technical which will allow 
you to fully explore the abilities of the CCPCJ while being able to experiment 
with the possibilities of diplomacy more extensively. We hope that you fully take 
advantage of this opportunity! 

When portraying your position try to maintain accuracy as much as possible 
while being creative with the method in which you attempt to reach your 
position’s goals. We hope that you use the resources that are available to you and 
the days of debate to propose innovative solutions. 
If you have any questions or are unsure about which direction you need to take 
with your research do not hesitate to contact us. 

Don’t forget the most important part of this conference: make the best out of 
this experience and we hope you enjoy participating in it as much as we enjoy 
preparing it for you!

All the best and see you soon!

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRS



INTRODUCTION TO THE 
COMMITTEE
Topic Area A: Strengthening cyber infrastructure to counter cyber-terrorism 
and crime

Topic Area B: Advancing crime prevention, criminal justice and the rule of 
law: towards the achievement of the 2030 Agenda

I. The UNODC
7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2IÀFH�RI�'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH��812'&���ZKLFK�LV�WKH�XPEUHOOD�
organization of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCP-
CJ) was founded in 1997 to tackle transnational issues relating to drugs and crime 
as those are not restricted to state’s borders and hence require cooperation. (About 
UNODC) Due to the fact that states have territorial sovereignty, sovereign equality 
and jurisdictional independence in principle it is their right to behave irrespective-
ly of their neighbors or the international community. (UN Charter Art 1) However, 
when criminal acts move beyond these borders, states are motivated to collaborate 
as to provide an effective response. (UNGA Declaration) 

II. The CCPCJ
The CCPCJ is one of the two governing bodies of the UNODC.(UNGA Resolution
61/252) The other is the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND). The mandate of
the CCPCJ is to determine policy, facilitate inter-state cooperation and collabo-
ration and in some cases undertake its own actions when it comes to combating
LVVXHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FULPH���(&262&�5HVROXWLRQ����������7KH�&&3&-�ÀQGV�
its origins in ECOSOC Resolution 1992/1 as to foster collaboration between the 
member states. (Mandate and Functions)While its resolutions are not binding, they 
usually are more functional or practical than legal which gives them effect irre-
spective of their status. (ECOSOC Resolution 1992/22) When it comes to the ac-
tions of the member states themselves, the CCPCJ serves as an advisor.

III. Financing
The CCPCJ is funded by voluntary contributions by the member states of the Unit-
ed Nations (UN). (Mandate and Functions) It approves its own budget subject to
the availability of contributed funds and determines which ones have priority as
QRW�DOO�UHVROXWLRQV�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�IXOÀOOHG���&&3&-�5HVROXWLRQ������$UW����7KH�
success of a resolution is therefore determined by the member state’s subsequent 
FRQWULEXWLRQV��'LVFXVVLRQV�RQ�WKH�VSHFLÀFV�UHJDUGLQJ�IXQGLQJ�DUH�FRQVHTXHQWO\�RI�
little importance as they take place in a different forum. Aside from generally in-
YLWLQJ�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�ÀQDQFLDOO\�D�UHVROXWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�VSHFLI\�PRUH�
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,��,QWURGXFWLRQ�DQG�'HÀQLWLRQ�
&\EHULQIUDVWUXFWXUH�PD\�EH�GHÀQHG�DV�WKH�VXP�RI�GDWD�VWRUDJH�	�FRPSXWLQJ�V\V-
WHPV��XVLQJ�DGYDQFHG�WRROV�	�GDWD�UHSRVLWRULHV�ZLWK�YLVXDOL]DWLRQ�HQYLURQPHQWV��$OO�
WKHVH�DUH�OLQNHG�WRJHWKHU�E\�SHUIRUPDQFH�QHWZRUNV�	�VRIWZDUH�DLPLQJ�DW�HQKDQF-
ing productivity and enabling breakthroughs unachievable elsewhere. First used in 
the late 1990s, the term “cyberinfrastructure” became popular in 2003, after Atkins 
published “Revolutionizing Science and Engineering Through Cyberinfrastructure: 
Report of the National Science Foundation Blue-Ribbon Advisory Panel on Cyber-
infrastructure”.

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�GHÀQLQJ�WKH�WHUP�´WHUURULVPµ��WKH�VDPH�DSSOLHV�IRU�F\EHU�WHUURU-
LVP�RU�F\EHU�FULPH��WKHUH�LV�QR�XQLYHUVDOO\�DJUHHG�RQ�GHÀQLWLRQ�IRU�WKHVH�WHUPV��



Nonetheless, the term cyber-terrorism can be described as cyber-dependent crimes 
exercised with political objectives, aiming at intimidating or coercing a certain 
government or population, provoking fear, or causing/threatening to cause harm. 
Examples of cyber-terrorism can include threats that led to real-life attacks with ac-
tual injuries, explosions, water contamination, economic loss, etc.

The strength and security of cyberinfrastructure highly affects the process of de-
FUHDVLQJ�F\EHU�WHUURULVP�	�FULPH��VHHLQJ�DV�WHFKQRORJ\�LV�D�VWUDWHJLF�IDFWRU�LQ�LQ-
creasing the use of internet by non-state actors and terrorist organizations for the 
purpose of recruitment, propaganda, training and committing acts of terrorism.

1RQHWKHOHVV��VRPH�PD\�ÀQG�LW�SDUWLFXODUO\�KDUG�WR�DFKLHYH�F\EHU�VHFXULW\��VHHLQJ�
as  ground rules and commonly agreed on laws, policies and practices are not fully 
developed concerning cyberspace. Also, no comprehensive framework has been 
developed yet, and seeing as cyberspace and the internet have only existed for 
about 25 years, there’s a lack of funding; consequently, progress in cybersecurity is 
relatively slow.

II. Timeline of UN’s Commitments towards strengthening
cyber infrastructure to counter cyber-terrorism and crime
0RVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�PHDVXUHV�RI�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�F\EHULQIUDVWUXFWXUH�IRU�SUHYHQWLYH�
counter-terrorist purposes started to take place during the 7th Secretary mandate, 
around the same time the internet and cyberspace emerged and became popular. 
7KH�ÀUVW�IHZ�UHVROXWLRQV�UDLVLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�F\EHU�VHFXULW\�LQFOXGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ��
chronologically listed:

- Resolution 55/63, January 2001: Combating the Criminal Misuse of Information
Technologies

- Resolution 56/121, January 2002: Combating the Criminal Misuse of Information
Technologies

- Resolution 57/239, january 2003: Creation of a Global Culture of Cybersecurity

- Resolution 58/199, January 2004: Creation of a Global Culture of Cybersecurity
and the protection of critical information infrastructures

-Resolution 64/211, March 2010: Creation of a Global Culture of Cybersecurity
and taking Stock of National Efforts to protect Critical Information Infrastructures.



During the 21st century, the UN has taken it upon itself to double its cyber-security 
efforts. Notably, it has offered its member states tools of preventing the militariza-
tion of the cyber domain, but still highly encourages its members of implementing 
a preventive framework to successfully protect users from threats of cyber-attacks 
and crime. Within its efforts, the UN has suggested institutional dialogue that 
ecounrages international participation in order to raise awareness and intesify the 
understanding of cyber-security and countering cyber-terrorism.

III. Discussion of the Topic at Hand

�$��7KUHDWV�	�5LVNV�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�&\EHUVSDFH�IRU�7HUURULVW�$FWLRQV
The absence of common applicable international rules concerning state behavior in cyber-
VSDFH�PDNHV�LW�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIÀFXOW�WR�FRQWURO�DFWLRQV�WDNHQ�LQ�WKDW�GRPDLQ��VHHLQJ�DV�WRROV�
offered in it can be used for both legitimate and malignant purposes. The vulnerability of 
cyberspace is being highly exploited on many occasions by states or non-state actors, con-
sequently increasing the “attacks” and threats also known as cyber-terrorism. Additionally, 
the anonymity of cyberspace and its characteristic of global connectivity simplify the abil-
ity to spread unsettling cyber activities that result in collateral damage, such as spreading 
PDOZDUH�	�YLUXVHV�LQ�FRPSXWHU�QHWZRUNV�	�V\VWHPV��7KH�PDLQ�SXUSRVHV�IRU�ZKLFK�F\EHU-
space is used by terrorist organizations  include the following:

i) Propaganda:
7HUURULVW�JURXSV�PDNH�XVH�RI�F\EHULQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WR�VSUHDG�LGHRORJLHV�	�SUDFWLFDO�LQVWUXF-
WLRQV�RU�MXVWLÀFDWLRQV�IRU�WKHLU�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�EHOLHIV��3URSDJDQGD�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�WKURXJK�
WKH�VSUHDG�RI�PDJD]LQHV��DXGLR�DQG�RU�YLGHR�ÀOHV�DQG�JDPHV��PHVVDJHV��DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��
Generally, propaganda may not in itself be a restricted activity, and international law in-
volves the protection and respect of human rights, including the right to freedom of expres-
sion. Nonetheless, the promotion of violence and the conduction of terrorism-related propa-
ganda is a violation of the highly valued right of freedom of expression, which is the type 
of propaganda that cyber-security will be trying to contain and restrict.

ii) Training:
Cyberspace throughout a year has become an easily accessible means for terrorist organi-
zations to use as a training ground; the spread of e-manuals, informative videos, practical
guides and tutorials, etc. These trainings can sometimes include graphic and illegal content,
VXFK�DV�PDQXDOV�WR�FUHDWLQJ�ÀUHDUPV��ERPEV��KD]DUGRXV�PDWHULDOV�DQG�ZHDSRQV��ZLWK�JXLGHV�
on how to plan and implement terrorist attacks.

B. Using the Internet for Counter-terrorism Purposes
Regardless of cyberspace and the internet being a platform for terrorists in propaganda and



training, this domain has nonetheless offered intelligence the opportunity to gath-
er information and detect patterns for terrorism-preventive purposes; an extensive 
amount of knowledge concerning the activities, functionating and sometimes the 
“targets” of terrorists can be deducted from cyberspace and internet communica-
tions. Data concerning terrorist organizations can be gathered, compiled and ana-
lyzed in order to come up with law enforcement strategies that would successfully 
counter-terrorism.

Aside from intelligence and information compiling, the internet serves as a plat-
form for raising awareness and teaching preventive measures that could be taken 
in avoiding terrorist-related propaganda and deceiving information. Moreover, 
counter-narratives offer opposing points of view and encourage constructive de-
bates that can be dispersed into different languages, thus reaching a geographi-
cally broader audience and indirectly helping take preventive measures towards 
cyber-terrorism.
 
IV. Block Positions
A. International Multilateral Partnership Against Cyber Threats
,03$&7�LV�D�SROLWLFDOO\�QHXWUDO�DQG�WKH�ÀUVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�SXEOLF�SULYDWH�SDUW-
nership against cyber threats and attacks, and is a platform that unites govern-
ments from all over the world for the aims of enhancing the international com-
munity’s abilities of dealing with threats and possible crimes within cyberspace. 
IMPACT currently involved 152 countries, being the largest cyber-security alli-
ance of its kind.

,03$&7�EHFDPH�DQ�RIÀFLDO�SDUWQHU�WR�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�7HOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQ�8QLRQ�
(specialized UN agency) in 2011, after signing a Cooperation Agreement. Under 
the agreement with ITU, the alliance is responsible for assisting with cybersecuri-
ty and support to the Union’s 193 members and to other UN organizations.

%��&KLQD�	�5XVVLD��0DMRU�&\EHU�2IIHQGHUV
A recent 2018 report, issued by the Center for Strategic International Studies con-
GXFWHG�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�ERWK�&KLQD�	�5XVVLD�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�WZR�
greatest sources of cyber-attacks since the early 21st century. From 2006 to 2018, 
China’s involvement in 108 cyber-attacks amounts to more than $1 million each, 
affecting communications around Europe, such as cyber-espionage in 12 countries 
and the theft of hundreds of millions of customers from U.S Hotel Chains. Russia 
has been involved in 98 cyber-attacks since 2006 with each incident costing more 
than $1 million, and these attacks involved the hacking of the Ukrainian Govern-
PHQW�	�1$72�RSHUDWLRQV�



Indifferent to the type of cyber-attacks, they come at a great economic cost, espe-
cially according to the public opinion; organizations and institutions that expose 
their users to such attacks tend to lose these customers’ trust. By saying so, cy-
ber-attacks highly deter investors interested in new technologies.

V. Recommended Sources and Further Research
What is Cyberinfrastructure?

“Module 14: Hacktivism, Terrorism, Espionage, Disinformation Campaigns and 
Warfare in Cyberspace”, UNODC,  https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/cybercrime/
module-14/key-issues/cyberterrorism.html

 “The United Nations, Cyberspace and International Peace and Security. Respond-
ing to Complexity in the 21st Century.” UNIDIR,     https://www.unidir.
RUJ�ÀOHV�SXEOLFDWLRQV�SGIV�WKH�XQLWHG�QDWLRQV�F\EHUVSDFH�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQ-
al-peace-and-security-en-691.pdf

´6LJQLÀFDQW�&\EHU�,QFLGHQWVµ��&HQWHU�IRU�6WUDWHJLF�	�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6WXGLHV��KWWSV���
ZZZ�FVLV�RUJ�SURJUDPV�WHFKQRORJ\�SROLF\�SURJUDP�VLJQLÀFDQW�F\EHU�LQFLGHQWV

´*OREDO�&\EHU�7HUURULVP�,QFLGHLQWV�RQ�WKH�5LVHµ��0DUVK�	�0F/HQQDQ�&RPSDQLHV��
https://www.mmc.com/insights/publications/2018/nov/global-cyber-terrorism-inci-
dents-on-the-rise.html

Resolution 55/63, January 2001: Combating the Criminal Misuse of INformation 
Technologies

Resolution 56/121, January 2002: Combating the Criminal Misuse of Information 
Technologies

Resolution 57/239, january 2003: Creation of a Global Culture of Cybersecurity

Resolution 58/199, January 2004: Creation of a Global Culture of Cybersecurity 
and the protection of critical information infrastructures

Resolution 64/211, March 2010: Creation of a Global Culture of Cybersecurity and 
taking Stock of National Efforts to protect Critical Information Infrastructures.



“Progress on the implementation of recommendations related to strengthening 
information and systems security across the Secretariat”, General Assembly, 2013, 
https://undocs.org/A/68/552

VI. Questions to Consider
1. Is your country involved in the Global Alliance IMPACT?

���+DV�\RXU�FRXQWU\��RQ�DQ\�RFFDVLRQ��LVVXHG�D�VWDWHPHQW�GHÀQLQJ�RU�DFNQRZOHGJ-
LQJ�D�GHÀQLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WHUPV��F\EHULQIUDVWUXFWXUH��WHUURULVP�RU�F\EHU�WHU-
rorism?

3. What measures has your country taken in strengthening cyberinfrastructure? Has 
it adopted any preventive measures when it comes to cyber-security and countering 
cyber-crime?

4. Has your country even been involved or affected, directly or indirectly, by a cy-
ber-crime or a cyber act of terrorism?

5. Is your country hosting a non-state actor or a terrorist organization involved in 
cyber-crime, terrorist propaganda and/or cyber-terrorism?

6. How can your country, in case preventive measures were not successful, deal 
with the repercussions of a cyber-attack?

7. What additional detailed measures could be achieved on a n international basis 
in strengthening cyberinfrastructure?

���:KDW�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�FDQ�\RXU�FRXQWU\�WDNH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�812'&·V�&&3&-�WR�FRQ-
tribute in the efforts of strengthening cyberinfrastructure and consequently coun-
WHULQJ�F\EHU�WHUURULVP�	�FULPH"�

VII. Conclusion
,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��LW�LV�KLJKO\�H[WHQVLYH�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�FXUUHQW�	�SUHYLRXV�PHDVXUHV�
taken to strengthen cyberinfrastructure that may have succeeded in preventing 
cyber-terrorism. Nonetheless, what are the weaknesses of these measures



and what more can be done? Is the international community’s current efforts suf-
ÀFLHQW�LQ�FRXQWHULQJ�F\EHU�DWWDFNV"�7KH�GHOHJDWH·V�UROH�LV�WR�DVVHVV�WKHLU�FRXQWU\·V�
capabilities in contributing to the process of fortifying cyberinfrastructure and coun-
tering cyber-terrorism. 

Additionally, the delegate must assess the general role of the UNODC’s CCPCJ in 
encouraging countries and the global community to adopting and incorporating pre-
ventive measures that may not necessarily strengthen cyberinfrastructure in itself, 
but prevent possible cyber-attacks and crimes. 
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,��,QWURGXFWLRQ�DQG�'HÀQLWLRQ�
The UNODC stipulates that the rule of law and functioning criminal justice systems 
DUH�D�SUHUHTXLVLWH�WR�WKH�IXOÀOOPHQW�RI�WKH������$JHQGD��RU�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�
Goals (SDGs). (UNODC and the 2030 Agenda) Not only are they a requirement for 
the successful implementation as such (given that relevant themes are mentioned in 
the Agenda itself), but they are also necessary for the full realization of said goals. 

For example, if the criminal justice system does not provide footing for a goal such 
as “clean water and sanitation” (Goal No. 6), though seemingly unrelated, it pre-
vents an exhaustive solution. It follows that for the goal to be addressed on all lev-
els, criminal acts that prevent access to clean water and sanitation should be 



effectively dealt with in line with the principles of rule of law. Consequently, the 
CCPCJ is working towards advancing crime prevention and improving and strength-
HQLQJ�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHPV�WR�IXOÀOO�WKH�6'*V�RI�WKH������$JHQGD��

The approach the UNODC and CCPCJ take to achieving the SDGs is, therefore, 
two-pronged. Primarily the potential harm which results from the commission of 
crimes is underlined, which is why crime prevention is emphasized. The UNO-
DC states that there is evidence that sustainable development follows when thor-
ough prevention strategies are employed, leading to an increase in the quality of 
life and safety of the community in which they are applied. (Crime Prevention) 
Secondly, the justice system itself needs to be adapted to meet the needs of sus-
tainable development while remaining adherent to requirements under the rule of 
law. The principal role is to maintain peace and security while guaranteeing the 
humanitarian rights of those who are subject to criminal rules. (Criminal Justice 
Reform) Overall, the aim is to “assist member states in reforming their criminal 
justice systems in order to be effective, fair and humane for the entire popula-
tion.” (Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice).

As previously alluded to, each of these approaches must respect the rule of law. 
The United Nations understands the rule of law as the foundation for internation-
al peace and underlines its connection to democracy while being a precursor to 
sustainable development. (Resolution 73/185) It is the adherence to the law and 
WKH�ODFN�RI�DUELWUDU\�LQÁXHQFHV�RQ�GHFLVLRQV�PDGH�E\�JRYHUQPHQWDO�ERGLHV��,Q�
other words, it is legal certainty which adheres to humanitarian rights:

1. “All laws should be prospective, open, and clear.
2. Laws should be relatively stable.
3. The making of particular laws (particular legal orders) should be guided by 
open, stable, clear and general rules.
4. The independence of the judiciary must be guaranteed.
5. The principles of natural justice must be observed.
6. The courts should have review powers over the implementation of the other 
principles.
7. The courts should be easily accessible.
8. The Discretion of crime-preventing agencies should not be allowed to pervert 
the law.” (Chemerinsky) 



This background guide will discuss the two approaches in turn, particularly con-
cerning their interface with the 2030 Agenda. Each of these approaches is built 
upon the belief that the maintenance of the rule of law is the foundation for sus-
tainable development in these areas. That being said, their interconnectivity nev-
ertheless is of great relevance. 

It is not possible to effectively address issues within crime prevention, criminal 
justice or the rule of law independently, without viewing them in the forum in 
which they exist. Any isolated response would leave the wider aim of sustainabil-
ity unaddressed and efforts would become ineffective as they would just migrate 
to another area. The criminal process includes the above mentioned elements 
DQG�XVXDOO\�SUREOHPV�DUH�SHUPHDWHG�WKURXJKRXW��$GGLWLRQDOO\��D�ÁH[LEOH�UHVSRQVH�
ZKLFK�FDQ�DGGUHVV�FRXQWU\�VSHFLÀF�QHHGV�LV�RI�IXQGDPHQWDO�LPSRUWDQFH��

Finally, it is worth mentioning that in this Background guide the terms 2030 
Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will be used interchange-
ably.

II. Timeline of the UN’s Commitment to Advancing crime 
prevention, criminal justice and the rule of law: towards the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda





III. Discussion of the Topic at Hand
Generally, when it comes to advances in the areas which are illustrated in this sec-
tion, the opposing positions are, on the one hand, the will to punish those who com-
mit offenses as to deter them from committing them again and on the other hand, the 
aim to heal the community in the long term and prevent crime through social efforts 
given the high reoffense rate in countries with a more punitive system. 

There is disagreement about which is more effective, however, especially within the 
UNODC, restorative justice (the latter) has been gaining more traction. (Criminal 
Justice Reform) These are both evident in the Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice approaches to effectively addressing the SDGs. However, given that the focus 
is on sustainability, the focal point should be the success of society in the long run, 
rather than the needs of individuals. 

A. Crime Prevention
The UNODC employs various methods in which efforts to advance crime prevention are 
UHDOL]HG��7KHVH�DUH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WRROV�VXFK�DV�XQLÀHG�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�QRUPV��WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�
WHFKQLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH��WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�SURMHFWV�DQG�ÀQDOO\�LQWHU�DJHQF\�FRRUGLQDWLRQ��)RU�HDFK�
of these, there can be some overlap. 

7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WRROV��VXFK�DV�XQLÀHG�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�QRUPV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�WUDLQLQJ�PDQXDOV�
for the actors in the criminal justice system, strategies to foster safety in a community and 
the reintegration of offenders into the community (Tools and Publications).

Technical Assistance: the UNODC assists member states in identifying problems and cre-
ating a strategy to resolve them on a case by case basis. This involves a local approach to 
problems, an Integrated Crime Prevention Action Plan (ICPAP) to address all points of 
SRVVLEOH�FRQÁLFW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�SURFHVV�DQG�HPSOR\V�DFWLYH�VXSSRUW�E\�FRPSHWHQW�DX-
thorities at all levels. (Crime Prevention Technical Assistance) The goal is to have a holistic 
approach to crime prevention from all possible fronts. 

Projects: For more intensive problems the UNODC creates projects which deal with broader 
issues such as the ‘Vocational training, social and labour (re)integration’ project in Hon-
duras. (Crime Prevention Projects) Some projects directly related to the 2030 Agenda also 
exist, however, these are not currently at the forefront of the UNODC’s program.

Inter-Agency Coordination: As mentioned in various resolutions of section II, the CCPCJ 
has been implored to foster cooperation between agencies in the name of sustainable 



development when improving the functioning of substantively related actions. (In-
teragency Coordination) For example, there is a ‘United Nations Rule of Law Co-
ordination and Resource Group’ which has connected nine UN bodies to further the 
rule of law through their actions.

B. Criminal Justice 
Various concerns have been recognized as universal when it comes to giving effect 
to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. These are police and judiciary reform, 
alternatives to imprisonment and the application of restorative justice. 

Police Reform: Problems with the discretionary powers, corruption and adequate 
UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�FULPH�RI�SROLFH�RIÀFHUV�DUH�IDFHG�LQ�PDQ\�QDWLRQV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
Countries are aiming to increase ‘oversight, accountability, and integrity’ within 
their police force to address this (Criminal Justice Reform).

Judiciary: Here upholding the rule of law is very important. The goal is to ensure 
that the judiciary does not act arbitrarily and upholds the law of its jurisdiction 
(Criminal Justice Reform).

Alternatives to imprisonment: Due to the large reoffense rate which countries expe-
rience once prisoners leave imprisonment the spotlight has fallen on alternatives to 
imprisonment to prevent recidivism. Some possible perpetrators which have been 
pointed to are bad conditions, a lack of support for prisoners and prison overcrowd-
ing to name a few (Criminal Justice Reform).

Restorative Justice: “Restorative justice is an approach to criminal offending which 
involves the victim, the offender, their social networks, justice agencies, and the 
community. Restorative justice programmes are based on the fundamental princi-
ple that criminal behavior not only violates the law but also injured victims and the 
community. Any efforts to address the consequences of criminal behavior should, 
where possible, involve the offender as well as injured parties, whilst also provid-
ing the help and support that the victim and offender require.” (Criminal Justice 
Reform) Subsequently, the goal is to heal the community as best as possible.

IV. Bloc Positions

The country you are representing will have their position depend on whether they 
believe a more confrontational and punitive approach to addressing criminal acts is 
effective in the long run or whether a more restorative approach which focuses



on repairing the damage done to a community and all actors involved, such as the 
victims and the perpetrators, is more effective in guaranteeing the values contained 
ZLWKLQ�WKH������$JHQGD��2QH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�WKLV�LV�WKURXJK�H[DPLQ-
ing how your country treats its prisoners? Are they put in prison to be punished or 
is it meant to heal them as to reintegrate them into society? From this point on you 
will be able to see what your country would like to bring to the international stage 
to foster crime prevention and to build a successful criminal justice system, which 
addresses the needs of a community to maintain stability. 

You have to look at three factors to successfully build your argument:

1. What is my policy?
���:K\�LV�WKLV�WKH�VROXWLRQ�WR�IXOÀOOLQJ�WKH������$JHQGD"�
3. How can this be implemented on a large scale (propose concrete solutions)?

In summary, the argument is based on policy and the most important thing is that 
\RX�DUJXH�ZK\�\RXU�SURSRVHG�VROXWLRQ�ZLOO�UHDS�WKH�PRVW�EHQHÀWV�IRU�WKH�IXOÀOOPHQW�
of the SDGs. 

V. Recommended Sources and Further Research
 
Primary sources:

The Doha Declaration: https://www.unodc.org/documents/congress/Declaration/
V1504151_English.pdf 

General Assembly Resolution A/RES/70/1: https://www.un.org/ga/search/viewm_
doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1

CCPCJ Resolution 25/3: https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/
CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_25/2016_Resolutions_Decisions/03.CCPCJ_2016/Reso-
lution_25_3.pdf

ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/2018/17: https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.as-
p?symbol=E/RES/2018/17

ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/2018/15: https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.as-
p?symbol=E/RES/2018/15



General Assembly Resolution A/RES/73/185: https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/
view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/185

General Assembly Resolution A/RES/73/183: https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/
view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/183

ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/2019/18: https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.as-
p?symbol=E/RES/2019/18

2030 Agenda:
 
UNODC on SDGs: www.unodc.org/unodc/en/sustainable-development-goals/index.
html
 
Crime Prevention:
 
Tools: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/tools.htm-
l?ref=menuside

Technical Assistance: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/
CrimePreventionTechnical-assistance.html

Projects: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/CrimePreven-
tionProjects.html

Inter-agency collaboration: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-re-
form/interagency.html?ref=menuside

Criminal Justice Reform:
 
General (explore this page, it includes a lot of information which is relevant): 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/criminaljusticereform.
html
 
Rule of Law:
 
General Assembly Resolution A/RES/67/1: http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/1
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2019/July/unodc-governing-bodies-re-
port-on-their-contributions-to-advancing-sustainable-development-goals.html



VI. Questions to Consider
1. Does the country you are representing prefer a more punitive, restorative or
transformative approach to crime and justice?

2. What impact does this position have on the functioning of your country’s nation-
al criminal justice system?

3. When it comes to the 2030 Agenda, what is the general position of your country
on implementing these goals?

4. Where is the overlap between the 2030 Agenda and Criminal Justice and Crime
Prevention?

5. What is your country’s stance on upholding the rule of law?

6. When it comes to crime prevention what sort of measures does your country
prefer? And, what sort of measures would your country like to be carried over to an
international level, to be widely available to other states?

7. With respect to the last question, what sort of impact will this have on furthering
WKH�6'*V�DQG�ZKDW�PHDVXUHV�ZLOO�EH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�ZKHQ�IXOÀOOLQJ�WKHVH�JRDOV"�

8. When it comes to the criminal justice process, what is your country’s position on
the way it should be conducted?

9. How does this address the needs of the 2030 Agenda?

VII. Conclusion
Overall, as a delegate, it will be your job to identify what needs to be done to im-
SURYH�WKH�&&3&-�DQG�812'&·V�UHVSRQVH�WR�IXOÀOOLQJ�WKH������$JHQGD�DQG�WR�
specify the direction which should be taken. Should there be more punitive mea-
sures? Or should prevention play a stronger role? How can sustainable practices be 
better incorporated into the policies of international organizations, member states 
and how can the UNODC facilitate these? While it is given that there will be a 
composite of various available approaches, what remains to be discussed is where 
the balance between the various approaches falls. You should be able to develop 
the response of



the CCPCJ on each front which has been mentioned in this background guide. 
This means that you need to identify what your country perceives to be weak-
QHVVHV�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SROLF\�DV�WR�PRUH�HIIHFWLYHO\�IXOÀOO�WKH�6'*V�
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